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Henry Hill Close

Saturday the 21st October 2017 saw a poignant Service to name a street, Henry Hill 
Close to   commemorate and honour Henry Oswald William Hill MC, held 100 years to 
the day since he was killed in action aged 29 years while undertaking a Royal Flying 
Corp night mission behind enemy lines on 21 October 1917. Local councillors, 
Heywood and Middleton MP Liz McInnes, Mayor of Rochdale Councillor Ian 
Duckworth, Deputy Lieutenant of Greater Manchester Shauna Dixon MBE, TD, MSc, 
RN, RM, RHV, senior Officers of the land owners and developers, many members of 
the Armed Forces community and public came together to unveil the signs. Henry left 
behind a lasting legacy with Heywood's St Joseph's Church amongst the many fine 
buildings he designed, as one of the country's leading architects. The beautifully 
crafted street signs, funded by the council, will ensure Henry's name lives on. 

Green Flag raising

On Tuesday the 31st October 2017 Green Flags of excellence were raised in Queens 
Park and for the first time in Hopwood Park.

Heywood In Bloom
 
Councillor Rush attended the North West In Bloom Awards Ceremony on Friday the 
3rd November 2017 and was constantly up on to the Stage to collect prestigious 
awards on behalf of Heywood Township. Eight Gold Awards were won by Heywood 
Town Centre, Heywood in Bloom, The Old Police Station, Mike Goldrick Window 
Blinds, Phoenix Brewery, Queens Park, Crown Oils and Heywood Distribution Park.
Hopwood Park received a Silver Gilt.
St Lukes Primary School won the Environmental Award for Schools.
Heywood Distribution Park won the Best Large Commercial and Business Park 
Trophy.
The Cherwell Wellbeing Centre won the Best New Landscape Trophy.
Level three Advancing were awarded to Bridgewood Lodge Sheltered 
Accommodation, Hornby St Allotments. Level four Thriving to Sandon House 
Community Centre, Heywood Fire Station, Heritage House Business Centre, 
Heywood Memorial Gardens, Springbank Care Home and Roeacre Court. 

Bonfire

Once again the Township appreciated the annual bonfire, thanks to all those 
concerned in organising it.



Heywood Food Bank

Township has again supported the Heywood Foodbank with a donation which will 
assist their efforts throughout the year and to supply Christmas Hampers and gifts for 
many children to ensure local disadvantaged families are supported in having a happy 
Christmas.

Remembrance Sunday

At 11.00 hours on the eleventh day of the eleventh month The Heywood Veterans 
Association held a poignant commemorative Service in Heywood Memorial Gardens 
which saw an ever increasing number of residents attending to pay their respect and 
tributes to honour the memory of those paying the ultimate sacrifice.

The Town’s Remembrance Service and Parade on Sunday the 12th November 2017 
was yet again the best ever attended with people in attendance representing all walks 
of life and ages in The Heywood Community. Heywood Civic Centre hosted a 
Reception pre Service and refreshments afterwards and was very well attended. 
Once again the Township provided wreaths for all Heywood Schools, Scouts and 
Guides, Community Groups and sheltered accommodations on such a proud day. I 
was honoured to take the Salute together with The Queens Representative, the 
Deputy Mayor, MP Liz McInnes,senior serving RAF Officer and the Towns oldest 
Veteran and Patron of the Heywood Veterans Association.

Heywood Christmas Festival

Heywood Christmas Festival took place on Saturday the 18st November 2017. The 
dazzling set of 8,000 LED tree lights wowed the crowds at switch on time. There was 
a full day of activities, stalls, entertainment, lots of costume characters around the 
Town such as the Frozen Sisters, Iron Man, Peppa Pig, Mickey and Minnie and Paw 
Patrols Marshall and Chase and Super Heroes Captain America and Batman being 
extremely popular. Elfie the Elf was in Town on a special mission to add the well-
behaved children to Santa’s nice list and take present requests.  
Free children’s arts and crafts were provided and entertainers, the Parade had four 
magnificently dressed and lit up Floats, costume characters, voluntary groups, and 
the newly refurbished Rotary Santa Sleigh. Music filled the air as the Littleborough 
Brass Band played. The concert outside St. Lukes Church contained energetic 
performances by a whole host of local groups across a range of music genres. The 
church bells chimed and The Olde Queen Anne hosted a fantastic firework display in 
the grand Finale.
I would like to extend my thanks to all the volunteers and especially the vibrant 
Heywood Business Group in assisting the Township in putting on such a memorable 
event.   

Police and Community Safety 

Over the last few months Heywood has encountered some issues that have raised 
community tensions these include, a rise in incidents of burglary, gun shots fired at 
Adelaide Street East and a stabbing incident at High Street. 



To address these incidents and to increase public confidence the following sustained 
actions have been taking place. In the short term Burglaries have reduced 
significantly to below the threshold level as a direct result of target offenders being 
arrested, charged and remanded on the back of some fantastic proactive policing and 
the support of the community assisting and with Specialist operational support from 
the Mounted Section.
The Traffic Section has been deployed, primarily on Rochdale Road East to respond 
to complaints of speeding.
A face to face Police And Community Together meeting was held at The Phoenix 
Centre, online PACT meetings and Surgeries have been and will continue to be 
conducted with positive Community feedback acknowledging the burglary reductions. 
A number of warrants have been executed as part of disruption tactics initiated after 
the gun shots and stabbing.
There is also a medium to long term plan that will take Policing in to 2018, including 
Heywood Open Day, PACTs and Surgeries to continue, The Darks Nights plan is in 
place, an Operation to maintain low burglary numbers and provide a high visible 
police presence around the winter period where an increase in acquisitive crime can 
be observed. Christmas meals for local victims of burglary and vulnerable persons will 
be provided, attending winter events, a day of action whereby further warrants and 
disruption will take place. On top of all the above patrols will continue around the area, 
visits to the most vulnerable residents and engaging wherever possible. The 
Community will continue to be updated via social media and other media outlets.

Cllr Peter Rush
Chair of Heywood Township

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council about 
these or any other matter relating to the Heywood Township Committee.


